
Returned From The Front: Researching a Repatriated Battlefield Cross.

This grave marker turned up at the RMP museum around September 2017 as part 
of Nick Stone's survey of repatriated grave markers from the First World War. A  
cross from a unknown  burial  from the 1/24th London Regiment. For details of the 
survey project  see: https://thereturned.co.uk/

As the creator of Geoff's Search Engine (GSE), I was asked to try to help determine
the cemetery from where this marker was taken. We'd had some success tracing 
the original location of a few crosses, it depends on how common the GRU 
reference is. I intended to write up the search method used back then, so here it is 
some years later!

Using GSE it is possible to find burials from a particular cemetery, plot and row, if 
they are of the common form: plot.row.grave. For example VIII. A. 9 which is 
common in cemeteries with several plots. This is obviously not practical with the 
number of cemeteries in France and Belgium to find a particular cross location.
I had attempted to search for this cross back then, but it was not conclusive and my
data was not up to date. Now the data is updated, I decided to try again. The first 
problem is the Graves Registration Unit (GRU) tag is not clear, is it 7 C 17 or 7 G 
17 ? I'm leaning towards the latter.
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Having an updated set of data from CWGC and using an off-line search of the data 
using a short query program, which needs to do two things. First produce a list of all
cemeteries which have a plot 7 and a row G, then find all cemeteries which have a 
known burial in grave 17 and remove these from the list. This takes about 2 minutes
of computer time, but very much longer to write the code!. The CWGC database 
accessible to the public only consists of identified burials, so to find the grave for 
this cross it is required to locate a known burial in the same plot and row. (I'm sure 
CWGC have unknown burial plots in their database but there is no public access to 
these). Once you have found a known burial for each cemetery in the list, it is 
simply a case of tediously, manually examining the grave registration unit 
documents on the CWGC search feature to check every plot 7 and row G from our 
putative cemetery list.

The first few possible locations in the cemetery list with a plot 7 and a row G.
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GSE can be used to search the plot (7  entered as VII) and row (G) for each 
cemetery from the above list. For TINCOURT NBC:

This search produces a list of casualties in row G of plot 7:

We look for a nearby casualty, there is one in VII. G. 16 and select this CWGC 
record to examine the original GRU documents. We note there is an unknown 
British Soldier in grave 17, but of an unknown regiment so it is probably not our 
grave marker which is for a soldier of the 1/24th London Regiment.
Row G produced a cemetery list of about 30 possible cemeteries and similar for 
row C. So the only option is to 'soldier on' and manually check each cemetery in our
list. Had the GRU tags been less usual, for example the first one identified was 58 
E 47 (plot 58, row E, grave 47), which only appears in one cemetery –  Tyne Cot 
Cemetery, it would be an easy task, see:

 http://thereturned.co.uk/crosses/cuddington/

Links to the grave registration documents on each CWGC casualty page.
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Grave registration document for plot VII. Row G. at Tincourt New British Cemetery with an
Unknown British Soldier in grave 17
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If a row only holds unknown burials then it is impossible to identify the grave since 
there are no known burials on which to pull up the GRU documents and this may be
a possibility. 

It may also occur that a row covers more than one page in the GRU document, if 
the row is long or if there are several rows per page and the page we want has no 
identified burials, so cannot be called up from the CWGC search result page. There
is a possibility in such a case to look at the URL of one of the pages and adjust the 
URL page number to get to the adjacent page. In the example below, grave 17 is on
the previous page:

Hovering the mouse pointer over the link to the document reveals the URL of the 
GRU document:

https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc1962986.JPG

If we change the URL to the one before:

https://archive.cloud.cwgc.org/archive/doc/doc1962985.JPG

We find grave 17 on the previous page, which is on a page of  unknowns, so not 
normally accessible to us. An unknown British soldier, but no regiment recorded, so 
not likely to be our man from 1/24th Londons.
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All cemetery searches from both lists were inconclusive, but there is one possible 
grave. In Warlencourt British Cemetery there is a unknown British soldier of the 
1/23rd London Regiment. In VII. G. 17. Could this be our man? – there were errors, 
some corrected, in the GRU documents. These burials were all exhumed, so were 
presumably originally identified by shoulder titles, so unlikely to be any confusion 
between 23 and 24, but humans make errors sometimes.
There is also the possibility that the grave marker was from a cemetery with a row 
populated with all unknowns, which we can't find with the available information.

Plot 7 Row G Warlencourt British Cemetery
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Cross to Unknown British Soldier, 13. H. 14

Cross of Unknown British Soldier with GRU label 13. H. 14 at St Paul's, Hooton, Wirral.
(Photo credit Margaret Draycott, Beverley Goodwin)

This cross has a less common plot and row 13. H. There are only nine cemeteries 
with this reference, and the original grave is easily found at Serre Road Cemetery 
No 2, Plot 13, Row H, Grave 14:

Cemetery with plot 13, row H Grave 14
VLAMERTINGHE NEW MILITARY CEMETERY Known burial
VOORMEZEELE ENCLOSURE NO.3 Unknown Northumberland Fusilier
HOOGE CRATER CEMETERY Known burial
OVILLERS MILITARY CEMETERY Row length 10
DELVILLE WOOD CEMETERY, LONGUEVAL Row length 10
LOOS BRITISH CEMETERY Known burial
CATERPILLAR VALLEY CEMETERY, LONGUEVAL Row length 10
SERRE ROAD CEMETERY NO.2 Unidentified British Soldier
GUILLEMONT ROAD CEMETERY, GUILLEMONT Row length 10

Rows of length 10 and 13 seem to be common and cemeteries with these often appear in 
the list of cemeteries to search and can only be rejected by manual examination where the
wanted grave number is higher.
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Plot 13, Row H Serre Road Cemetery No. 2

This cross was surveyed by Margaret Draycott and Beverley Goodwin. For details 
of this cross see:

https://thereturned.co.uk/crosses/hooton/
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Cross to Unknown British Soldier, 13. B. 11.

Cross of Unknown British Soldier with GRU label 13. B.11. at  Liverpool  Anglican Cathedral
(Photo credit Margaret Draycott, Beverley Goodwin)

A search for this grave reference found 8 locations where the row length was 10 or 
less and five unknown soldiers. Four of these had an identified regiment, only one 
was wholly unidentified at St. Mary's A.D.S. Cemetery, Haisnes in plot XIII. B. 11.

CLEMENT HOUSE CEMETERY U.B.S. Seaforths
ST. MARY'S A.D.S. HAISNNES U.B.S.
POELCAPELLE BRITISH CEMETERY U.S.B. South Wales Borderer
A.I.F. BURIAL GROUND, FLEURS U.S.B. Machine Gun Corps
PERTH CEMETERY, (CHINA WALL) Unknown Canadian Soldier

This cross was surveyed by Margaret Draycott and Beverley Goodwin. For details 
of this cross see:

 https://thereturned.co.uk/crosses/liverpool-anglican-cathedral/
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Plot 13, Row B of St. Mary's A.D.S.
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Other identified locations

Cardiff Castle. 
Wooden cross with GRU tags 47-B-2, Welsh Regiment.
Found in Tyne Cot Cemetery

http://thereturned.co.uk/crosses/cardiff-cardiff-castle-wales/

St. Andrews, Chedworth, Gloucestershire.
Wooden cross with GRU tags 55-D-9, Unknown British Soldier
Found in Tyne Cot Cemetery

http://thereturned.co.uk/crosses/chedworth-st-andrews-gloucestershire/

St. Hilda's Church, Halifax, West Yorkshire.
Wooden cross with GRU tags 55-K-11, Unknown British Soldier.
This is a mystery as I can't find a plot 55 with a row K anywhere. It may be a row of unidentified 
soldiers.
http://thereturned.co.uk/crosses/halifax-st-hildas-church-west-yorkshire/

There are a few more unresearched on The Returned survey, with significantly 
more probable sites:

3-B-13 St. Matthews Church, Bromborough, Wirral.
3-B-14 Christ Church, Barnton, Northwich, Cheshire.
(the above two may have been neighbours?)
2-G-4 Parkgate and Neston URC, Parkgate, Cheshire.
3-A-3 St. Peter and St. Paul, Ormskirk, Lancashire.
And the mysterious:
0-L-7 Lady Haig's Poppy Factory, Edinburgh.

Some of these could probably be identified, if there is good reason for the effort!

The updated GSE can be found at:

 www.hut-six.co  .  uk/cgi-bin/searchWW1.php

© Geoff Sullivan. November 2023.

Page 11 of 14 Issue 3

http://www.hut-six.co.uk/cgi-bin/searchWW1.php
http://www.hut-six.co.uk/cgi-bin/searchWW1.php
http://www.hut-six.co/
http://thereturned.co.uk/crosses/halifax-st-hildas-church-west-yorkshire/
http://thereturned.co.uk/crosses/chedworth-st-andrews-gloucestershire/
http://thereturned.co.uk/crosses/cardiff-cardiff-castle-wales/


Summary of Locations of Unknown returned crosses

GRU 
Number

GRU Details Found on 
Search

Possible 
locations

Close match Grave in 
Tyne Cot

13-H-14 UBS Serre Rd. 
No.2

No row

13-B-11 UBS St. Mary's 
A.D.S.

Known burial

3-B-13 UBS 200 UBS

3-B-14 UBS 200 UBS

2-G-4 UBS 81 No plot

3-A-3 UBS 131 No document 
found

7-C-17 or 7-
G-17

1/24 London Possible? 38 1/23 London, 
Warlencourt 
B. C.

Known or not 
UBS 
Regiment

47-B-2 Welsh Tyne Cot 
Cemetery

55-D-9 UBS Tyne Cot 
Cemetery

55-K-11 UBS Plot/Row not 
found

58-E-47 UBS Tyne Cot 
Cemetery

O-L-7 UBS

Summary of locations.  There was a theory that all crosses could have been from Tyne Cot
Cemetery – clearly this is not the case.

Notes.
3-B-13 and 3-B-14 are UBS in Tyne Cot Cemetery but other locations not searched. 
Possible other matches with high number  of locations.
3-A-3 no GRU documents found for Tyne Cot , could be all unknowns in row A.
55-K-11 does not exist in Tyne Cot Cemetery.
2-G-4 does not exist in Tyne Cot Cemetery.
O-L-7 is possibly a field burial reference which used letters, rather than a cemetery 
plot/row reference.
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Appendix A: Part of the search code, viewed from 23 feet.
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The Times, Monday March 15 1920
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